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Add to 153.1.5 Rules and Definitions 
POOLS. As used in this chapter a POOL is an enclosure, designed, intended or used for the containment 
of 5,000 gallons of water or more and over 2 feet in depth, whether constructed below ground level or 
above ground level, which is designed, intended or used for swimming, wading, soaking or other 
recreational use by the owner or tenant of the property upon which the pool is constructed or by their family 
or invited guests including specifically, but not exclusively swimming pools, wading pools, lap pools, spas, 
whirlpools, jacuzzies, and excluding children’s plastic play pools. 
Permanent swimming pool. Any body of water contained by a steel, concrete, fiberglass vessel, or similar 
permanent material, whether in ground or above ground. 
Temporary swimming pool. Any constructed pool, permanent or portable, which is intended for non-
commercial use as a swimming pool by the owner's family and their guests. 
 
Add to Section 153.9.3 rows 4,5 and column 2 
 
*Does not apply to parcels on the 4 Block of Elm St. between 6th St N and 4th St N. 

§ 153.13.17 Swimming Pools 
1 PURPOSE AND INTENT. The purpose and intent of this chapter is to regulate the installation and 

operation of Swimming Pools within the City comply with Minnesota’s Residential Building Code to 
provide minimum safety requirements. 

2 Permitting 
A. NAll pools residential swimming pools that are 24 inches or more in height and designed 

to contain 5,000 gallons or more of water, regardless of construction, require a permit.  
1. Temporary swimming pool. All temporary swimming pools, whether submerged or 

elevated are deemed to be a structure under the Zoning Ordinance. Temporary 
swimming pools greater than 24 inches in depth and more than 5,000 gallons shall 
require a one time lifetime permit. The temporary swimming pool, if dismantled or 
removed, shall be put up in the same location annually. A new permit shall be required if 
the location of the temporary swimming pool changes or the size or dimensions of the 
pool changes. The applicant shall pay the respective fees established by council 
resolution for such permit. Temporary swimming pools less than 24 inches in depth and 
less than 5,000 gallons are exempt from a permit 

2. Permanent swimming pool and spas. Permanent swimming pools and spas over 24 
inches in depth at any point and 5,000 gallons or larger require a building permit. The 
construction, plumbing and electrical work connected with any pool or spa to be 
constructed shall be subject to inspection and shall conform to all applicable building 
codes of the city and state. Permanent swimming pools that do not exceed 24 inches in 
depth at any point and less than 5,000 gallons require a zoning permit 

B. . 
C. Application for a swimming pool permit shall be made to the City. A fee set by the 

Council shall be submitted with the application to cover costs incurred. The application 
for the permit shall include, without limitation, the following information: 

 
1. Complete plans and specifications for the construction of the pool; 
2. A site plan showing the location of all structures on the lot, including the house, garage, 

fences, trees, overhead or underground wiring, utility easements, and other significant 
improvements or natural features; 

3. The proposed location of pumps, filters, electrical power source (if applicable), flushing and 
drainage, outlets, and other operational features; and 

4. Location and specifications of protective fencing. 
3 Requirements. Pools shall be constructed to avoid hazard or damage to the occupants of the 

subject property or the occupants of adjacent property and shall meet the minimum requirements as 
established in Ch. 153 of this code. 

A. Pools shall be considered accessory structures in all residential districts and must comply 
with the setbacks as set forth in Ch. 153. 

B. Pools shall only be constructed in rear yards. 
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C. All electrical installations shall comply with current building, electrical, and other applicable 
state and local codes. 

 
4 Fencing. Pools deeper than 24 inches must have a non-climbable barrier of at least 48 inches to 

prevent people from gaining uncontrolled access.  
A. Any opening between the bottom of the fence and the ground level shall not exceed three 

inches. 
B. The combined height of the fence and the permanent pool sides together shall be at least 

four but no greater than eight feet in height. 
C. Gates. All openings or points of entry into the pool area shall be equipped withself-closing 

gates or doors. 
1. All gates and doors shall have a self-latching latch which shall be constructed and so 

placed as to be inaccessible to small children.  
2. All gates and doors shall be closed and latched when the pool is not in use 

D. A removable ladder are steps are allowed instead of a full fence when the following criteria 
are met: 
1. The above-ground pool wall must be at least 48 inches (4 ft) high 
2. There must be no deck, platform, or grading that allows someone to climb up 
3. Ladder or steps must be secured when not in use.  Secured means that the ladder is 

fully removed and stored away or that it is folded up, locked and covered to prevent use.   
 

5  Lighting Any outdoor lighting of the pool shall not be permitted to spill or shine upon adjacent 
properties. 

6  Conduct. The conduct of persons and the operation of pools shall be the responsibility of the 
owner and the tenant thereof 

7 Filling and Drainage.   
A. All back flushing water or pool drainage water shall be directed onto the property of the 

owner or onto approved drainage ways and not allowed to flow onto adjacent property.  
No pool water shall be drained directly into the city’s sanitary sewer or storm sewer 
systems or onto public road.  

B. The filling of pools from fire hydrants or other public facilities is prohibited without prior 
written approval of authorized city personnel. 

8 Inspections.   
A. The City shall have authority to inspect any residential swimming pool or spa whether 

considered permanent or temporary, at any reasonable time during the construction and 
thereafter to determine whether or not the provisions of this division regarding health, 
sanitation, operation, and safety applicable thereto are complied with. 

B. The building official shall have the authority to enter upon any premises as may be 
deemed necessary to inspect work done and installations made under permits issued by 
the city. 

C. No swimming pool shall be occupied or used at any time prior to complying with the 
provisions of this division and the final inspection and approval of the pool or spa and 
permanent fence by the building official even though containing water for construction 
purpose. 

 
9 Private rentals. Pools in compliance with this chapter, in which access is provided to other parties 

or individuals for payment must comply with the requirements for a public pool as set forth in the 
Minnesota Rules Chapter 4717. These include, but are not limited to: 

A. Licensing with the state 
B. Water quality monitoring 
C. Provision of life-saving equipment 
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D. Health Inspections at a frequency as may be required to maintain any state licensures. 
 

10 Applicability.  The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all pools. Existing pools will be allowed 
120 days from the date of passage to comply with the regulations as set forth in this chapter. 

 


