WAVERLY’S WINTER POLICIES
Year 2025/2026

Please Read and Keep

Here are Waverly’'s winter and snow policies. There are always questions and we hope that this
summary answers most of them. If you have questions that are not addressed here, please call
and ask during office hours at 763-658-4217.

The City and our residents both have responsibilities during the winter snows.

The City is Responsible for

* Plowing, salting, and sanding all streets (except for Highway 12, County Rd 9 and County
Rd 8) see details that follow;

» Sidewalks in the downtown area and on Highway 12.

Residents are Responsible for:

» Keeping your car and ALL other vehicles OFF the street from 2 am — 7 am every night from
November 1 thru March 31 AND at any time during and after a snow storm until streets are
cleared curb to curb;

+ Clearing your sidewalk (if you have one) within 24 hours after a snow storm;

» Clearing your driveway without putting snow in the street;

» Making certain your garbage can is at the edge of your drive and NOT in the street;

+ Clearing snow from your mailbox area after the plow goes thru so that mail can be delivered
and making certain that your mailbox is constructed to post office standards;

* Helping our fire department, yourself and your neighbor by clearing fire hydrants if they are

covered in snow;
* Helping our City Plow drivers stay off your lawn by putting up curb stakes.

The Details of all these policies are found below and thank you for your cooperation.

Streets are the City’s Responsibility

SNOW PLOWING

Snow plowing, salt and sand spreading is the responsibility of the Public Works Department. The
City has a four person crew plowing snow using two large trucks, a pay loader, a bobcat, and a
pickup truck with blade. The Head of the Public Works Department and/or his designee monitor
weather forecasts and street conditions to determine the timing at which operations will begin and
what they will be — snow removal, salt and sand spreading or both. The safety of our residents is
the most important consideration in anything that we do. We must make certain that streets are
clear enough so that fire, ambulance and other emergency services can reach you if necessary.



As a general rule, because snowplowing operations are expensive, snowplowing will not be done
for snowfalls of less than two inches. In general, snowplowing operations will begin when snow
accumulates 2 inches or more. However, the Head of Public Works, or his designee, may
determine that plowing should occur with less snow if road and weather conditions warrant. The
Head of Public Works or his designee may also, at times, determine it best to wait until snow fall is
apparently finished before beginning operations. Drifting of snow or icing pavement may warrant
full or partial operations depending on conditions. We shouid note that for the occasional snow fall
in late spring, when amounts are small and melting is expected within a few hours, the Head of
Public Works or his designee may elect not to plow, or not to plow the entire city but only to
address any icy trouble spots.

Snow wilt be plowed to minimize traffic obstructions. The City is divided into four broad sections
which are cleared with different pieces of equipment. Each of the snow plowing crew is assigned
a section of the city although usually crew members work in more than one area in order to get the
streets plowed as quickly as possible. Section One is the entire area South of US Highway 12.
Section Two is the City area located north of US Highway 12, including North Shore Drive and the
area around Lake Waverly. Section Three includes city parking lots and sidewalks that the city is
responsible for. Section Four includes all alley ways and cul de sacs. Section Three (with the
exception of the Fire Barn lot) and Section Four have lower priority and are done last.

Generally, depending on timing of snow fall, the crew will begin to plow around 2 — 3 am and will
continue until finished. The higher volume streets, including those streets that provide access for
fire and emergency vehicles, will be plowed first, followed by the lower volume residential streets
and then alleyways. Please understand that not everyone can be first. The crew will make every
effort (conditions permitting) to have the major streets cieared in time for commuter and school
traffic — but cannot always guarantee this.

As a general rule, operations will continue until all roads are passable. Widening and cleanup
operations may continue immediately, or they may commence the following day depending on
conditions. Safety of the plow operators and public is paramount, thus operations may be halted
for a period of time after 10-12 hours of continuous operations to allow adequate rest time. There
may be times when this is not possible and the crews will work for a longer period of time.

The Public Works Department will do its best to have all streets clear within 10-12 hours after snow
fall stops. This of course depends on the amount of snowfall, duration of the storm and unforeseen
equipment break downs. The City cannot guarantee dry pavement or that all streets will be
completely free of ice and snow or other driving hazards common to Minnesota weather conditions.
Please remember that in some areas (examples are Co Rd 9 past the school to Co Rd 8 or Lake
Avenue), tree cover prevents speedy melting of snow and ice, in other areas sunlight helps melting
along. So conditions could, and probably will, vary widely.



The City plows Co Rd 8 north of Highway 12 within the City limits. The City also plows Co Rd 9
from 4! St past City Hall and the Elementary School to Co Rd 8. Wright County plows Co Rd 9
from the City Limits at North Shore Drive to Atlantic Ave to 4 across the Railroad Tracks to US12.
The County also plows Co Rd 8 south of Highway 12. The State plows US 12 through Waverly.

The City does not control the timing or the frequency of either the Wright County or the State
plowing schedules.

City crews always do their best to minimize your inconvenience — but it is winter and it is Minnesota
and there will be snow and ice.

A LIMITED NUMBER OF NON-RESIDENTIAL SIDEWALKS
There are two side walk areas that are the responsibility of the city.

The City will clear the sidewalks in the “downtown” commercial and business district. This district
includes the downtown area which is Elm Street from mid block between 5t and 6% Street N, to 41"
Street N, 41 Street North in front of Village Hall and then on Atlantic from 4th St to City Hall. The
City clears the sidewalk on 5% Street N to just past the Post Office.

Second, the City - with advance permission of the State for EACH snow fall — will clear snow to the
curb line on both sides of US Highway 12 and, for safety reasons as we do not want anyone to
walk on US 12, the sidewalks along the south side of that Highway. The city is required to get
MNDot permission for this before it can be done and that permission has to be given each time.

Now, Here are YOUR Responsibilities as outlined in the City Ordinances

Parking Restrictions are an important part of snow removal! No parking is allowed on city
streets from 2 am to 7 am from November 15t thru March 31%t. Please remember if you are parked
and it snows, our crew cannot clear the snow in front of your home or business. The City can, and
will, arrange for your car to be ticketed and towed if necessary to clear the streets. It would be
great if you refrain from parking on the street during the day immediately after a snow fall — again
to facilitate snow plowing operations and clearing the street.

Driveways and Sidewalks (if you have one) are your responsibility. But, remember throwing snow
or other winter material in the streets, sidewalks or other public right of way —and thatincludes
City streets, County Roads and the US Highway - is a public nuisance under State law. (Minnesota
State Statures 160.21, 160.2715 and 169.42.) You could be ticketed and fined.

Sidewalks: If there is a side walk in front of your house or property in a residential area it is your
responsibility to clear it. Snow should be removed from all sidewalks within 24 hours after a snow



fall. If you do not remove snow and ice, the city has the right to contract for it to be done and to
charge you the cost. REMEMBER — DO NOT PUT SNOW IN THE STREET RIGHT OF WAY.

Driveways. We all know that it is very annoying when snow from the streets and roads is
deposited in your driveway then the snowplow goes by. This is not intentional — unfortunately, snow
accumulated on the plow blade has no place to go but in driveways. We also know that it is frustrating
when the snowplow goes by your house just after you have cleaned your drive. But, please
understand - the crews cannot time snow removal with your driveway cleaning so this will, at times,
occur. And, unfortunately, even if there are only houses on one side of a street, snow plowing
cannot always deposit snow only on the side of the street with no residences. We have to make
two passes down the street — one on each side. City staff do not provide driveway cleaning and
cannot come back to clear your drive.

Fire Hydrants. Please clear the hydrant near you to ensure that water will be available in case of
fire. When you are cleaing the driveway to your home, please remember to clear any fire hydrants
that may be located on or close to your property. The Fire Department thanks you in advance for

your help with this important task.

Stake Curbs for Snowplowing. When the streets are covered with snow, it is almost impossible
for the snowplow operator to determine the edge of the road, especially curb. You are encouraged
to stake the edge of the curb, but please do not use metal stakes.

Garbage and Recycling. So that our snow plows can bet through without dmageing your garbage
containers, please be sure that your containers are placed out of the street right of way. The
containers may have to be placed in the driveway so that they are accessible to the garbage the
recycling trucks.

Mailboxes. Mailboxes should be constructed according to Post Office regulations and must be
from 45 to 48 inches from the ground and flush with the curb. Our staff makes every effort to
remove snow as close to the curb line as practical to provide access for mail delivery. However, it
is not possible in all cases to provide perfect conditions while still minimizing damage to mailboxes
especially with the large equipment that the city has. This is especially true in some of the
residential areas where groups of mailboxes were improperly installed by many of the developers.
These mailboxes in particular can be low to the ground and/or posts are not deep enough to
withstand snow and/or posts have rotted out. Particularly wet snow, or pressure from continual
plowings without hand clearing in front of the mail box each time can cause these mailboxes taken
out. So, PLEASE, make certain that your mailbox is installed as described in City Ordinance 93.75
AND that the snow accumulation from plows in front of your mail box is cleared! This is important
for two reasons: you do not want your mailbox damaged, and you do want your mail delivered!

As Always, Thank you for your Cooperationf!T



